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Happy New Year!

Hi Waterwatchers for the first time in 2007!

We hope you all had a fantastic Christmas and New Years break and the fires didn’t
impact too much on your festivities.

As always, the North East Waterwatch team have big plans for this year, and we’ve
already been hard at it to ensure we continue to improve our educational and water
quality monitoring service to you all.

Jess has been busy developing a brief survey for all of our adult monitors , in order to
gain some feedback on how we are running the adult water quality monitoring com-
ponent of our program. We’re wanting to improve on our services so if you receive a
survey, please take a little bit of time to fill in and send it back to us, or alternatively
you can access it on the web.

When we last touched base, we were frantically preparing for the busy schedule of
events for National Water Week. It proved to be a huge success and we hope to lift
the bar even higher in 2007. Reports on our involvement in the event are available

(page 3).

Looking for some grant money to buy some Water Testing equipment? The Dilmah
Water Quality Funding is up for grabs again (page 7). Applications close on May 25th
2007.

The drought is currently putting many people under a lot of stress and pressure, but
don’t despair — help is available. The Drought Personal Support Line offers callers
from rural communities affected by drought confidential support and information, as
well as referral to other support services (page 9).

Keep your eyes open for the NRM funding seminar in this edition which offers a free
information session on funding opportunities in the North East as well as an interac-
tive workshop on writing funding applications (page6).

The Waterwatch team reflects on 2006 on page 2, including some statistics of how
many people we engaged in the program throughout the year.

Check out the National Water Week writing competition runner-up story by Kane
Gough on page’s 4 & 5, titled ‘Going down to the dam in summer’.

Welcome aboard Mudgegonga Landcare group and Friends of Willow Park—our new-
est Waterwatch adult monitoring groups that have recently been trained to undertake
monitoring. Details of these groups monitoring projects can be found on page 10.
Thank you for your involvement and happy monitoring!

Were looking forward to catching up with you all in 2007.

Toni Costello
Regional Waterwatch Coordinator
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2006 in Reflection.......

2006 has once again seen many major
achievements and highlights for the North East
Waterwatch Program as it continues to grow and
evolve.

In a greater effort to offer educational support to
teachers in the north east, Waterwatch staff
introduced them to the ‘Water-Learn it, Live

it" (WLILI) resource and the ‘Run of the

River’ (ROTR) board game. Both excellent
resources focused on current water issues
including water quality, water conservation and
environmental flows.

Waterwatch staff offered teachers training in the
use of these resources and also conducted
presentations to student teachers on the benefits
and opportunities of getting schools involved in
Waterwatch. Over 35 teachers were trained and
80 student teachers were engaged in the program.

The Regional Coordinator—Toni Costello returned
back from maternity leave and is currently working
part-time. Caz Humby (who filled Toni’s maternity
leave position) stayed on full-time with the Water-
watch team taking on some of Toni’s extra
responsibilities.

Caz and our full time Facilitator Jess Aiken have
been hard at work in our North East schools
teaching children and teachers about water quality
and river health issues. Over 2450 individual
students were involved in Waterwatch throughout
the region in 2006.

Our statistics for 2006....

Both Jess and Caz have also been working hard to
improve our service to adult volunteer monitors
offering training and support to 23 separate
groups engaging 230 adult monitor participants.

Long-time Waterwatch Facilitator Bruce Birrell said
farewell to the team at the end of second term.
Bruce has been with the program for 8 years and
throughout this time he had a tireless enthusiasm
and commitment towards the program.

Activities during Saltwatch Week, QA/QC Week,
National Water Week, Arbour Week, World Water
Day, National Science Week and National Tree Day
were a resounding success, working with many
different local organisations, local government,
schools and community groups.

North East Waterwatch also had a notable pres-
ence at a number of festivals including Enchanted
River and My Back Yard Rules, where water quality
testing and interactive activities once again proved
to be a major attraction.

All of this was in addition to the regular environ-
mental education sessions we developed and
delivered to school and community groups
throughout the north east!

During 2006, North East Waterwatch:

. Engaged 55 Primary Schools, 9 Secondary Schools and 2 Tertiary Institutions.
. Conducted 154 school educational sessions (varying from 1 hour to whole day ses-

sions).

. Engaged over 2450 school students (excluding major events).

. Trained and supported 23 Adult volunteer groups.

. Engaged over 230 adult monitor participants.

. Collected data from 83 sites within the north east region.

. Participated in 15 special events (Festivals, displays, Water Week etc.).
. Interacted with 2426 community members through special events.



\Water National Water Week 2006 - All Wrapped upI
fﬂr Ufe National Water Week was a raging success last year with many

activities being held throughout the catchment. Highlights included

11 primary schools participating in the ‘Water for Life’ poster

competition of which we had two runner-up winners (from Tawonga
PS and Harrietville PS) at a State level- hope they enjoyed their prizes and goodies. Other
activities during the week included Snapshots of the Kiewa and Ovens Rivers involving a
total of 7 schools and over 220 students, plus CMA staff and adult monitors. There were
library displays at Wangaratta and Wodonga which highlighted Waterwatch, the impor-
tance of water, Indigenous water uses and parameter facts. Wonga Wetlands organised
a guided night walk (birds, bats and frogs) and a pram walk for mums and their bubs,
Parklands Albury Wodonga ran a wetland critters activity at Gateway Island, and Albury
City Council held their annual Fish-a-Thon.

The North East Waterwatch adult monitors BBQ was also held at Merriwa Park,
Wangaratta during the week. This gave Waterwatch monitors the chance to meet CMA
staff, Council representatives, and other monitors whilst enjoying a sausage or two. It
was also a way for Waterwatch to give something back to monitors and thank them for
their continuing efforts, time and support for the program. The ‘Water Tales’ short story
competition winner Dianne Dean and third place winner Adrian Wells, were there to
collect their prizes at the BBQ—awarded cash vouchers of $200 and $50, proudly
supported by the Our Water Our Future initiative. Their great stories of local creeks and
their inhabitants can be found on our website while second place winner Kane Gough’s
‘Going down to the dam in summer’ is featured on page 4.

The 2006 North East Waterwatch National Water Week report is available in hard copy
and via our website for people interested in the number of activities Waterwatch was
involved in for the annual event. The report also includes copies of the Kiewa and Ovens
Rivers snapshot reports. The snapshot reports include great photos of schools and staff
involved in the two day events and also compares the days data to previous years
(2005). Please let us know if you would like a copy, or additional information relating to
the reports.

Once again Waterwatch would like to thank all of the schools, adult monitors and
organisations who were involved in the week. It was a great success and we hope you
will get involved in this year’s activities. National Water Week will be held from 14th-20th
October 2007. Keep your diaries open for some great activities to celebrate ‘Water for
Life’.

Photos from top to bottom: Wonga Wetlands night walk, Wodonga library display, Lyn
Jones, John Riddiford & Cecily Fletcher at the monitors BBQ, Dederang PS at the Kiewa
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‘Water Tales’ - North East Short Stories Competition

Many of you will recall the short story competition that we held as part of National Water Week last year. In our
last newsletter we published ‘Platypus Dreaming’ - our winning story , so this month we thought we would
publish the runner up. Kane Gough from Wodonga received a $150 gift voucher for this story.....enjoy the
read! Prizes were sponsored by the ‘Our Water Our Future’ initiative.

" by Kane Gough

Cecelia grins at me as she grabs hold of the rope and swings right out to splash down into the water.
“| got farther than you!” she shouts gleefully as she bobs back up to the surface, spitting out the
mouthful of water she had caught as she’d leapt off the rope swing hanging from the gnarled old tree.
“You so did not!” | call back. I’'m not quite sure if she had or hadn’t, but I'm not about to let my little
sister beat me just on the benefit of the doubt.

“Yes | did!” she retorts.

“No you didn’t!” Not the most complex of comebacks, but it worked on Cecelia. She pokes her tongue
out at me. | do the same back.

“Get out of the road then, and I'll show how to swing!” | say, puffing out my chest like a professional
showman. “Shannon can judge.”

“No way, I'm going,” replies Shannon, with his huge trademark grin, lining up behind me to swing on
the rope next.

| turn and shout over to the picnic tables. ‘Hey mum?’

Mum waves at me; she’s distracted, deep in conversation with Shannon’s mother, Paula, and Trey’s
and Jasmine’s mother, Abigail.

‘Are you going or what?’ asks Trey, a tough little kid even though he’s only Cecelia’s age.

‘Forget it,” | mutter to myself, swinging right on the rope as far as | can manage, putting all my weight
and all my strength into, coming down hard, scattering water everywhere and making a huge noise. It
was so loud. | wouldn’t have been surprised if my ears had started ringing. Even the mothers look over
to see what has caused the entire ruckus.

‘Nice work!” calls Mum enthusiastically, clapping her hands. | float about in the water for a few mo-
ments, feeling proud of myself, before | swim back to the shallow part f the dam where | can stand up
fully, to let Shannon and Trey have their turns, followed soon by Jasmine, | presume.

‘I went way further than that’, taunts Cecelia.

‘Please, didn’t you hear that splash?’ | ask her.

‘That doesn’t mean anything. It just means you’re too heavy. So heavy that you can’t swing very far.’
‘But having greater bodyweight makes me swing further, like a pendulum would if you added a weight
to the end,’ | argue.

‘Nope, it doesn’t work like that,” Cecelia retorts, and | can’t exactly deny that because | suspect that
she might be right.

‘Luke swung out further.’ Calls Shannon. Shannon always backs me up.

‘No way, it was Cecelia,’ calls Jasmine. The battle-fronts are forming along the traditional lines — boy
versus girl, older versus younger.

‘Trey, what did you think?’ asks Shannon, looking for an extra recruit.



‘What’s happening?’ Trey replies ‘I wasn’t listening, | was swinging.’

‘Who can swing out the farthest? Luke or Cecelia?’

Trey shrugs.

‘Okay,’ | cut in, ‘let’s prove it in a challenge. Cecelia swings first. Trey can judge, he doesn’t tilt either
way.

‘Trey will go for you!” moans Cecelia. ‘Get mum to judge!’

‘We’ll ask politely then, if the parents will judge for us,’ | say, sounding exactly like my Science teacher
whenever someone calls out in class, as Year 8’s often do.

Mum, Paula and Abigail, with bemused smiles, say that they’re happy to judge the distance for us.
They watch intently, knowing how much a challenge means to us kids.

Cecelia wastes no time and leaps up grasps the rope, swinging even further out with a run-up than
she had before without one. She lets go at exactly the right moment as well, with much softer landing
than mine. She’d done very well; she swung out really far and popped up out of the water straightaway
to taunt me about going next. | wasn’t sure if | could beat her.

But | couldn’t let her beat me without putting up a fight. This wasn’t the time for chickening out and
forfeiting. | mentally measured out a decent run-up, worked myself up like an Olympic sprinter, and
leapt forward, grabbing the rope and swinging out, out so far and so fast that | can’t even keep hold of
the rope. | let go and feel the water split apart on either side of me as | splash down into it. Drops
splattered back down on the rippled surface of the water. | know I've gone out even further than | had
before, but I still don’t think it’s enough swing. But Id felt it come with a tremendous amount of swing
as I'd leapt out onto it a few moments before.

| swim over to the shallower part and climb out of the water, and look expectantly out to the picnic ta-
bles, to hear the mother’s verdict.

‘You're equal. It’s the same distance,” Mum announces, smiling.

‘A tie?” asks Cecelia, not knowing whether to be disappointed or not.

‘That’s perfect!’ | say happily. ‘It's not as if the challenge was anything serious.’

Cecelia smiles. Trey splashes her.

‘Hey!” she shouts, getting him back.

‘Kids!” shouts Abigail, ‘none of that right now, lunch is on!”

My dad, Shannon’s dad, and Trey’s and Jasmine’s stepfather had all arrived back, carrying with the
two big baskets with everybody’s lunch. | grab my towel and dry myself off as quickly as possible — I'm
starving.

Cecelia and I sit next to each other as we eat lunch, our dispute silently resolved, because, in the end,
it wasn’t about winning or losing — it was about having a fun time at the dam, enjoying ourselves
through the hot months, and making great memories to last us all through winter.
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NRM Funding Demystified
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Part 1: Information Session — A showcase of NRM funding opportunities in
the North East LANDCARE
< Explore NRM funding opportunities with presenters from a range of programs.

= Match your project ideas to the most appropriate funding source.

< Meet others undertaking NRM projects in the North East.

< Build and improve your application writing skills.

= Compare and discuss real-life examples of successful and
unsuccessful applications.

< Gain insight into how selection panels work and what they look for.

Presenters: Tim Allen, Australian Government NRM Facilitator—

Coastal & Marine, and lan Linley, Victorian State Industry Landcare

Coordinator.

Part 2: Interactive Workshop — Writing Funding Applications / \
Newsflash!

lan Linley will also be available to
talk to groups individually if they
wish to discuss their application
for the current round of National
Landcare Program Community
Grants.

NRM Funding Demystified is free and includes afternoon tea.
— To arrange, please contact

Please RSVP by Friday 9th February to: Lachlan Campbell

Judith Samways, Regional NRM Coordinator 0419 243 225

North East Catchment Management Authority K /
T: (02) 6024 9108 M: 0408 251 861

E: judith.samways@necma.vic.gov.au

/ Responding to Fish Deaths \
With the drought continuing, conditions within water holes and refuges may become increasingly stressed.

Shallow waters, increased temperatures and decreased dissolved oxygen concentrations may result in fish
deaths. EPA is the lead agency, and all incidences should be reported to the EPA's Pollution
Watch Line on 03 9695 2777 or 1800 444 004. Where possible, the response to any fish
death event will be facilitated if the following information can be provided:

= The waterway and location along the waterway of the incident;
= time the incident occurred (recently or some time ago;)

= whether fish are dead or merely affected (if affected, note any strange or stressed behaviour);

= approximate number of fish dead and whether they are fresh or decomposing;

= whether other fauna are affected or do they appear to be healthy; and condition of the waterway, is it flowing,

colour, odour etc. /
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Dilmah Water Quality Funding—Best Tea, Best Water

Freshly brewed grants on offer to help groups and schools improve our water quality.

The ‘Best Tea Best Water' Grants Programme is offering a
new round of grants to community groups and schools to
improve water quality in their local area.

The Grants Programme is an initiative of Landcare Austra-

lia and Dilmah Single Origin 100% Pure Ceylon Tea.
Through the grants, Landcare community groups and
schools around Australia will now have a greater ability to
monitor and improve the quality of their water in their
local area.

Grants of up to $1,650 (inc GST) are up for
grabs. Schools and community groups are able to apply
for the following:

. Water quality testing kits for community groups and
schools

. Water quality testing training

. Water quality testing kit consumables and
additions

Application Form & More Information:

Web: http://www.landcareonline.com/ Click on Funding
Opportunities, then Landcare Australia. Scroll down and

you will see the Dilmah Funding.

Landcare Contact: David Hehir
National Projects Manager.

Email: david@landcareaustralia.com.au
Phone: 03 9662 9977

Your Waterwatch Team: can email or send an application
form to you and are more than happy to provide help
with planning your water monitoring activities. Please
contact Jessica 02 6043 7616

Closing Date
Applications for the current round of funding close on

May 25th, 2007.

/ What equipment do | need? \

The staff at North East Waterwatch are more than
happy to help you with your application to Dilmah
for water quality testing equipment and/or training.
We already have equipment lists and prices and are
happy to run training for new groups wanting to get
involved. Please don't hesitate to contact Jessica:
02 6043 7616 or jessica.aiken@necma.vic.gov.au

. /




North East Waterwatch Newsletter

....................................

wurray. OCtober 14 — 17, 2007, Canberra : For school students: year 5-11

DARLNG
BASIN REGISTRATION NOW OPEN

CORARBESION

Fﬁ MDBC International River Health Conference

The MDBC International River Health Conference will be held in conjunction with National Water Week across Australia in
2007.

Registrations both for schools who want to present and schools who wish to simply attend will open on January 15, 2007.
Registrations will fill very quickly and we had to turn away over 300 disappointed students for the 2005 event, so please

get in early.

The 2007 MDBC International River Health Conference is the culmination of a process. This process involves students
working with expert mentors many months prior to the event, and results in children who are motivated, have high self
esteem, respect for others and a belief in a bright and compelling future — they realize they can have an impact!

Using the Kids Teaching Kids model, the 2007 MDBC International River Health Conference will provide students with
skills in environmental education, but more importantly it will build students who are optimistic, have a sense of future, are
capable public speakers and can communicate ideas in many different forms.

Most importantly, the process is about promoting Kids Teaching Kids as the highest form of learning and aiming for a
cultural change in the way we view, use and perceive our natural environment.

TO REGISTER OR FOR MORE INFORMATION: . 4 4 S H

At this stage you need only register interest as this effectively reserves your spot. You then complete the full registration
once you can confirm the student and teacher names.
To register you must consider the following criteria:

* You must be a student from year 5 to year 11 or an accompanying teacher
* The maximum number allowed to register per school is 15 students and 3 teachers
e Each group must keep a ratio of 1 teacher to 5 students

Financial Assistance: Travel assistance is available for schools outside of the ACT. If you wish to receive information on
travel assistance please email admin@fire-starter.com.au and state your school name, contact details, school location and
that you wish to receive travel assistance information for the MDBC International River Health Conference.

We encourage all schools to approach their local coastal or catchment authority, department of conservation, natural
resources or Landcare representative for sponsorship to cover additional conference costs. All sponsors will be recognised
on the Conference website and their logo included as a participant sponsor. You can request the sponsorship form letter
for your school to adapt, just send us an email asking for the sponsorship form letter.

Please Note: Each State and Territory is allocated approximately 60 student and teacher places to ensure a representa-
tive geographical spread. As you can see 60 registrations is only 5-10 schools (depending on group sizes) per State so it is
very important that you register your interest as early as possible or risk missing out.

g HOW WE CAN HELP YOU ATTEND THE CONFERENCE N

Previous conferences had seen students deal with issues such as: storm water trails; water quality;

efficient use of urban and rural water; how to be a waste wise school; the conditions of The Snowy; weed

infestations; fish farming; Bokashi food composting; restoring a local creek; and bringing an area back to

life after fire with a frog bog! If your school would like to be involved in the 2007 Conference we can work

with you months prior to the event on a specific project in preparation. If you would like to discuss ideas
lease don’t hesitate to call us on: 02 6043 7622.

N Y
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Drought Assistance in the North East

Telephone counselling service

® Drought Personal Support Line - 1300 655 969

The Drought Personal Support Line operates from 3pm to 11 pm, 7 days a week (including public holidays), offering
callers from rural communities affected by drought confidential support and information, as well as referral to other
support services.

Experienced people who understand the impacts of drought on rural communities will answer calls on the line.
People who call out of hours have the option of leaving contact details for the service to call them back.

The service can stay in touch with people over a period of time if the callers think that is helpful.

Callers may ring to express their frustration or distress over the effects of drought, or they may be concerned about
family members or friends. Some callers may be very distraught, while others may only need a neutral ‘sounding
board’ with whom they can discuss various issues.

Topics that we can cover in 2007 include:

. Catchments (includes stormwater)

. Water Quality

. Macroinvertebrates (water bugs)

. Water Cycle

. Water Conservation (includes drought)

. Salinity

. Waterway Habitat

. National Water Week

. Run of the River (board game—for secondary schools only)

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
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Jess Aiken - 02 6043 7616, jessica.aiken@necma.vic.gov.au

Caz Humby - 02 6043 7622, carolyn.humby@necma.vic.gov.au

Coming Events in 2007

15th January - Registrations open for MDBC International River Health Conference
13th February - NRM Funding Seminar

22nd March - World Water Day

25th May - Applications close for the Dilmah Water Quality Funding
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Adult Monitors update- essicaaien

Waterwatch is back with a splash and ready for 2007. We are keen to get out and meet up with monitors, either a quick
catch-up to see how you're getting along and to hear about your Christmas break or to help with your first testing for the
year when the rains come (a least we have a had a little bit for the New Year), so please get in contact with us.

It's pretty hot out there and if you have water at your site you would be one of the few and probably one of the lucky
ones. Waterwatch is eager to do some monitoring with the new rains to gauge how resilient our waterways are after a
long hot dry summer and also after the fires. So if your time permits this may be a good opportunity to conduct your first
testing for the year. It is also a good idea to note months when your site is dry and when it starts to flow again. All this
data can then be put into the Waterwatch database to generate result charts.

Things to note:
* Please get in contact with Waterwatch to arrange a date for a regular catch-up.

* Dilmah grants- some of our monitors were successful with their applications (Congratulations! | can't wait to see you
out in the field with the new equipment) others who were not successful, not to worry, we encourage you to put an
application in for the next round which closes May 25th (refer to page 7). Thankyou everyone who applied for the
funding, applications can be time consuming but well worth it in the end!

* Data to be returned to Waterwatch. If you have any data record sheets please get in contact with us to pick them up
or alternatively drop them in or send them into the CMA office. The data is valuable to many people and the Water-
watch database is a great system to store and use data collected, so please let us know if you have any lying around.

2007 looks to be an exciting year for us, we are looking at many ways to improve the Waterwatch program. Thankyou for
your continuing support and efforts - we are really looking forward to working with you more closely throughout the year!

Adult Monitors Surveys

Adult monitor surveys are enclosed with this newsletter. We ask you please take some time to fill it in
and return it to the Waterwatch team. The survey will help us evaluate monitors interests in the program
and identify ways to support you better. As an incentive to get your survey back to us monitors go into the
draw to win a DVD titled ‘More than a River’.

Welcome to Mudgegonga Landcare Group and Friends of
Willow Park. Both monitoring groups have been recently
trained to undertake monitoring of their nearby waterways.
Mudgegonga LCG will be commencing a 1 year project on
the Barwidgee Creek and its tributaries, collecting water qual-
ity data every month. Testing accompanies their local project-
‘Protecting groundwater dependent ecosystems and biodi-
versity in the Ovens Catchment’.

Friends of Willow Park will be monitoring the park’s wetland
and House Creek and will be working with Wodonga Council
to help establish data on stormwater management. The
group will also be looking to monitor other creeks within the
Wodonga area as control measures against their testing at
the park.

Thank you to our new monitors for your great enthusiasm
Friends of Willow Park (FWOP) at their initial and support and we hope you have fun Waterwatching!

training day.




Equipment Audit 2007
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Phosphorous Dilution methods

To dilute high phosphorous readings: Pour the coloured solution from your right fest tube into
the glass measuring cylinder up to the 10ml mark, discarding the remaining solution into the
waste container. Fill the glass cylinder with freshwater (not sample water) to the 100ml mark.
Mix and refill the test tube to the black mark and compare your results. Multiply your results by
10 to get an accurate reading in mg/L . You can dilute less than 1:10 (e.g fill to 50mis 1:5).

Contact Us

Postal Address:

P.O. Box 616 Waterwatch Regional Coordinator

Wodonga VIC 3689 Toni Costello (part-time)
1B Footmark Court 0 _ 2,3 . .

Wodonga &H ;. A CHL

Websites: ;
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www.necma.vic.gov.au . ss 1 R
www.vic.waterwatch.org.au - T u# #

Waterwatch Facilitator
Jessica Aiken (full-time)
Ph: 02 6043 7616

Mob: 0427 235 861

Waterwatch Facilitator/Coordinator
Carolyn Humby (full-time)

Ph: 02 6043 7622

Mob: 0427 723 320

Email: carolyn.humby@necma.vic.gov.au Email: jes-
; sica.aiken@necma.vic.gov.au
Main contact for: Main contact for:
» Schools program « Adult monitoring program.
« Coordination of events: National Tree Day, - Coordination of events: National Water Week,
Saltwatch Week, World Water Day, Arbour Week. QA/QC Week, Volunteer Week.

- Implementation of teacher and school resources. < Implementation of adult monitor training and
» Teacher training. resources.
» Supports the Regional Coordinator. - Stormwater education.

- Equipment maintenance/orders



The Newsletter of the North East Region Waterwatch Program

Change of Address

If you have recently changed your address, or have not been posted this newsletter and would
like to be placed on the mailing list, please complete the form below, and fax or send to:

North East Waterwatch

WATERWATCH
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Communities Caring for Catchments

P.O. Box 616
Wodonga VIC

My new address is:

Name:

School / Group / Organisation Name:

Address:

Town:

State: Postcode:

Waterwatch— Communities Caring for Catchments

This newsletter informs the
North East network about
activities, events, training
opportunities, results and

news.

The newsletter is produced 4
times per year—articles and
ideas are always welcome.

Deadline for articles:

1 January
1 April
1 July
1 October



