
As the winter months are fast approaching we are preparing and hoping for some 
wet weather in the North East. Given the last few weeks though it is a little hard to 
predict what might be coming our way. Despite the uncertainty we hope that  
Waterwatch takes you on another wet but wonderful journey! 
 
As mentioned in the last edition of the newsletter there are some fantastic funding/
grant opportunities coming up for you in 2008—although they are closing soon!  I 
encourage your school or  your community group to take up the opportunity to seek 
funding for equipment, workshops, training and activities—please refer to  page 3 
for more information. Each of the grants require a detailed application form to be 
filled out—if you need any assistance with this please contact the Waterwatch team. 
 
 As we are well into the new year now a few of our changes to the  program have 
taken place. The first one to mention is the Schools Environmental Roadshow which 
was held in Bright this term—a slightly new approach to delivering our lessons!  
Waterwatch are also continuing to work with the SEED project—an online directory 
for developing units of work for the North East (refer to page 4 for more information) 
- we are hoping the website will be launched in July.  
 
The NECMA  have now launched their new website. As Waterwatch is incorporated 
into this website we too have a new fresh look. We have also uploaded a lot of our 
data interpretation reports and event overviews on the new site so I encourage you 
to get online and check it out. We are hoping to use the website a lot more now and 
rather than sending out hard copies of documents we encourage you to access  
information from the site. Go to www.necma.vic.gov.au 
 
On page 6 we welcome our new comers to the program. King basin Landcare Group 
have joined the program and are now the proud owners of new monitoring  
equipment. We also welcome Dianne Farmer form Wangaratta who has taken on 
three monitoring sites in Wangaratta. Saltwatch week is coming up next month. 
There will a lot of activities happening throughout the catchment during this period 
so I encourage you to get involved. Please go to page 8 for more information on the 
event. 
 
Finally, Watch out for the Schools Water Efficiency Program  available for schools in 
the region. There are already 8 schools taking part in the North East with 516 
schools completing the program within Victoria. Make sure you get in quick for the 
save water photography competition—closing 9th of May 2008. 
  
Enjoy the read  
Carolyn Humby  
Waterwatch Coordinator  
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Staffing arrangements for the North East Waterwatch team  

Carolyn Humby  

Coordinator (full-time) 

 
 
 

Main contact for:  
• The overall co-ordination of the  

Waterwatch program.  
• Applying for funding/grants 
• Waterwatch staff management 
• Issues, complaints, feedback on program 
• Newsletter and website articles 
• Schools program 
• Coordination of events: National Tree Day,  
       Saltwatch Week, World Water Day, Arbor Week 
• Implementation of teacher and school  
 resources 

Emma Russell 

Facilitator (full time) 

 
 
 

Main contact for:  
• The Adult monitoring program, site visits,  
 monitoring plans and site assessment 
• Coordination of events: National Water Week, 

QA/QC Week, Volunteer Week. 
• Implementation of adult monitor training and 

resources 
• Stormwater education 
• Equipment maintenance/orders  
• Delivery of school based sessions 
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Events 2008  

4th -10th of May   Saltwatch Week  

5th of May    Murder under the Microscope 

9th of May    Water Saver Award competition closes  

5th of June    Schools Environmental Roadshow  

23-28th of June   Arbour Week  

16th—24th of August  National Science Week  
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 ** COMMUNITY GROUPS….FUNDING OPPORTUNITY** 
Community groups can now receive financial assistance to help them make a difference to their environment and  
community through the Australia Post/Landcare Community Development Grant Program.  
This program is a joint initiative of Australia Post and Landcare Australia. It provides funds for up to $3,300 (including 
GST) for local community projects across Australia. The funds help top enhance the capacity of community groups to  
undertake Landcare and other environmental projects. More information available at  http://www.landcareonline.com/ 
Who can apply?  
Any community group undertaking strategic projects to care for  the environment including Landcare groups, youth groups 
and indigenous groups 
What can the funding support?  
The funding can support groups undertaking environment community projects such as field days, workshops or volunteer 
days, tools and equipment, project promotion to encourage community involvement or projects that support the group to 
involve the wider community to meet an environmental need.  
Where can you have a project?  
Anywhere in Australia 

 Applications close 25th of April  2008 &19th of October 2008 Applications close 25th of April  2008 &19th of October 2008 Applications close 25th of April  2008 &19th of October 2008 Applications close 25th of April  2008 &19th of October 2008     
 

Waterwatch Waterwatch Waterwatch Waterwatch ----        
Communities Communities Communities Communities     
Caring for Caring for Caring for Caring for     
CatchmentsCatchmentsCatchmentsCatchments    

    
    



** COMMUNITY GROUPS/SCHOOLS….. 
FUNDING OPPORTUNITY ** 

 

Dilmah Water Quality Funding Dilmah Water Quality Funding Dilmah Water Quality Funding Dilmah Water Quality Funding ---- Best Tea, Best Water Best Tea, Best Water Best Tea, Best Water Best Tea, Best Water 

Download Application FormDownload Application FormDownload Application FormDownload Application Form 
 
Freshly brewed grants on offer to help groups and schools improveFreshly brewed grants on offer to help groups and schools improveFreshly brewed grants on offer to help groups and schools improveFreshly brewed grants on offer to help groups and schools improve    our water qualityour water qualityour water qualityour water quality  
The ‘Best Tea, Best Water' Grants Program is offering a new round of grants to community groups and 
schools to improve water quality in their local area.   
 
The Grants Program is an initiative of Landcare Australia and its partner Dilmah Single Origin 100% Pure 
Ceylon Tea. Through the grants, Landcare, community groups and schools around Australia will now have 
better ability to monitor and improve the quality of their water in their local area.  
Grants of up to $1,650 (inc GST) are up for grabs.  Schools and community groups are able to apply for 
the following:   
·                Water quality testing kits for community groups and schools  
·                Water quality testing training  
·                Water quality testing kit consumables and additions  
Your local Waterwatch facilitator or coordinator can provide help with planning your water monitoring  
activities.  For more information, go to http://www.necma.vic.gov.au/programs/water/waterwatch/ 

Applications for funding will close May 30th 2008 and 31st October 2008Applications for funding will close May 30th 2008 and 31st October 2008Applications for funding will close May 30th 2008 and 31st October 2008Applications for funding will close May 30th 2008 and 31st October 2008    
    

Click here for more information about Dilmah and Landcare Australia.  

 

Funding and Grants available  
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**Arbor Week applications OPEN for schools** 
Some of you might recall the SEED event 2006 in Beechworth which was funded through the Natu-
ral Resources Conservation League (NRCL). There is an opportunity for your school to apply for fund-
ing again in 2008 through the NRCL  to assist your school in celebrating Arbor Week. Arbor Week is 
a 118 year old tradition of promoting tree  
planting in schools and other community facilities, and involves thousands of students across Victo-
ria. Each year, Arbor Week comes alive in May. I encourage your school to apply & I have listed some 
of the guidelines for the  
funding application below:  
• Well planned and presented submission, with evidence of student involvement in both the plan-

ning and  
execution. 

• Benefits  the local natural environment by the planting of native species of plants. This includes 
all suitable  
species of native plants from trees to understorey plants to grasses and groundcovers. 

• Maintenance plan for the plantings. 
• Positive learning outcomes, linking to VELS. 
• Benefit the whole school and the wider community. 
• Promotion of Arbor Week 
• Planting must be undertaken within Arbor Week 
• When will your project start? 
 

Arbor Week 2008 will be from 23rd Arbor Week 2008 will be from 23rd Arbor Week 2008 will be from 23rd Arbor Week 2008 will be from 23rd –––– 29th June 2008 29th June 2008 29th June 2008 29th June 2008    
    



Water Quality Becoming Second Water Quality Becoming Second Water Quality Becoming Second Water Quality Becoming Second     
Nature For Students….Nature For Students….Nature For Students….Nature For Students….    
 
Falls Creek, Our Ladies, St Bernard’s, Wangaratta West and 
Osborne’s Flat Primary School have all signed up to a 2008 
Monitoring Plan. This entails independently monitoring a 
specific site once a term for 2008. 
 
Falls Creek Primary school has agreed to test 3 sites 
throughout the Falls Creek Township. Our Ladies,  
St Bernard’s & Wangaratta West have agreed to test 3 sites 
along One Mile creek which flows through the township of 
Wangaratta and Osborne Flat Primary School have agreed 
to monitor Yackandandah Creek & Kinchington Creek. 
 
Each school has been supplied with a Waterwatch  
monitoring kit that enables them to collect data on  
parameters such as temperature, turbidity, pH,  
phosphorous and salinity. 
 
All participating Primary Schools have received training and 
resources to help integrate water quality learning and  
monitoring into their school curriculum. Highlights of the 
training day included a site visit, macroinvertebrate  
identification, water quality testing, site safety and data  
interpretation. 
 
By monitoring our waterways we can gain an overall picture 
of the health of our catchment. Monitoring over time can 
provide valuable information on changes to the  
condition of our catchments. 
 

The open ended  
nature of this activity 
encourages  
classroom  
discussion and an 
imaginative ap-
proach to providing 
an environmental 
solution. The result 
may be as simple as 
a school yard clean 
up or more complex  
involving other agencies 
such as local council to do 
drain stencilling or  
developing storm water 
management plans for the 
school. 
 
At the end of the year all 
participating schools will 
receive an annual  
Waterwatch report inter-
preting the schools water 
quality results for 2008. 
 
If your school would like to be involved in a Waterwatch 
Monitoring plan for 2008, please contact Emma Russell on 
02 6043 7616. 
 
 
 

Schools program update  
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Murder under the microscope is an activity for students in years 5 to 10. 
Students are presented with a mystery, an eco-crime somewhere in  
Australia. Working as an investigation team, students study the issues and 
crime sites, research the victims and villains and use the clues provided by 
catchment headquarters to try and solve the mystery. Clues are revealed 
over a 5 week period. Once the final clue has been provided teams are 
given a 24 hour period to make their accusation. The highest honour goes 
to the team that derives the best catchment management plan. These  
investigations are the ultimate winners and become the Ecoplanners of the 
year. For more information and to register before closing date go to:   
Murder under the Microscope 2008 

Scientists in Schools Scientists in Schools Scientists in Schools Scientists in Schools 
ProgrammeProgrammeProgrammeProgramme    

The Scientists in Schools programme promotes science education in primary and secondary schools, helps to  
engage and motivate students in their learning of science, and broadens awareness of the types and variety of  
exciting careers available in the sciences. Students can benefit from the programme by gaining exposure to a  
science role, model for career inspiration, learn more about the role of science in society, explore the science being 
studied in their community and discover the real science behind their curriculum. Teachers have the opportunity to 
learn about cutting edge science based research in their area of interest and to create links with scientists and  
science organisations for teaching and learning inspiration. For more information and check out the great informative 
website at :   Scientists in Schools - Information for Teachers 
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On March the 5th we held the first of 
our Roadshows for the region. This 
Roadshow was the first of a number of 
Roadshows to be held throughout the  
region, providing opportunities for 
schools to be involved in a number of 
environmental rotational activities.  
The decision to hold Roadshows in the 
region came from much discussion last 
year with a number of NRM  
organisations in the area. Each  
organisations was interested in  
delivering sessions to schools but just 
didn't have the time to visit each of the 
schools in the area individually. It was  
proposed that running a number of  
collaborative events throughout the 
North East would allow each school to 
be involved and still be providing that 
interactive and educational session for 
students.  
The Roadshows are run for years 5/6’s 
with a maximum of 35 students  
attending from each school. The cap on 
the numbers allows us to involve each 
of the schools in the area and to be 
able to give your students a hands on  
experience.  
During the March event 7 organisations 
in the area were involved in the event. 
Each representing their own theme and  
activity. The organisations involved  
included North East Water, NECMA, 
DPI, Greenhouse Alliance Group and an 

indigenous educational officer.  
                                                                      

 

The event also had excellent support 
from the Alpine Shire Council who 
kindly contributed to the cost of bus 
travel  for schools to and from the 
event. This made the opportunity more 
accessible for many of the local 
schools—who often struggle with  
covering the cost of bus travel due to 
the remote location of their school. 
NeverWaste also kindly contributed to 
the prize for the Rubbish Free Lunch 
Challenge. Each of the schools were 
asked to bring along rubbish free 
lunches on the day and a tally was then 
taken to see which school had the least 
rubbish. Although it was a difficult  
decision as every school did so well, the 
winning team was POREPUNKAH  
PRIMARY who are now the proud  
owners of  a worm farm and 200  
creeping crawly worms—
congratulations!  
We would also like to thank the Alpine 
Green Corp Team who were a great 
help with setting up and packing up for 
the event. Finally thank you to  Alpine 
Health who recruited some volunteers 
for the day.   
Over 160 students were involved in the 
event and the feedback so far has been 
really positive. We look forward to the 
next Roadshow held on June the 5th to 
coincide with World Environment Day 
2008.  

SCHOOLS ENVIRONMENTAL                  Bright 2008  

 ROADSHOW  

ROADSHOWS FOR 2008ROADSHOWS FOR 2008ROADSHOWS FOR 2008ROADSHOWS FOR 2008    
1. 1. 1. 1. 5th of March: Bright  **FULLY **FULLY **FULLY **FULLY 
BOOKED OUT**BOOKED OUT**BOOKED OUT**BOOKED OUT** 
2. 2. 2. 2. 5th of June5th of June5th of June5th of June: Wangaratta  
    

    
**BOOK NOW FOR A SESSION **BOOK NOW FOR A SESSION **BOOK NOW FOR A SESSION **BOOK NOW FOR A SESSION ---- PLACES LIMITED** PLACES LIMITED** PLACES LIMITED** PLACES LIMITED**    
    

3. 3. 3. 3. 23rd of July23rd of July23rd of July23rd of July: Chiltern  
4. 4. 4. 4. 22nd of October22nd of October22nd of October22nd of October: Wodonga 



Page 6 
Adult Monitors update  North East Waterwatch Newsletter 

W
EL

CO
M

E 
 A

BO
AR

D
! 

The Wangaratta Urban Landcare Group have been  
successful in applying for a $1650 Dilmah Grant to  
upgrade its phosphorous monitoring equipment. 
 
The Grants Programme is an initiative of Landcare  
Australia and its partner Dilmah Single Origin 100% Pure 
Ceylon Tea. Through the grants, Landcare, community 
groups and schools around Australia have the ability to 
monitor and improve the quality of their water in their  
local area. 
 
The money received through the Dilmah grant has allowed 
the Landcare Group to purchase a modern, Environment 
Protection Authority accredited, LaMotte phosphorous 
unit which is far more accurate than the old phosphorous 
measuring method. 
For more than two years, group members, Peter and 
Helen Curtis and Pat Khule have been water testing with  

sampling occurring regularly at the lower reaches of the 
King River and Kaluna Park wetlands. The Landcare group 
regularly monitors for phosphorous, macroinvertebrates, 
oxygen, salinity, temperature, turbidity and pH. 
 
The delicate balance of an ecosystem can be upset when 
phosphorous concentrations become too high. Resulting 
problems can include algal blooms, excessive growth of 
aquatic weeks and loss of diverse species diversity. 
 
The colorimeter is best used at sites where the expected 
concentrations of phosphates are relatively low (down to 
0.02 mg/L). The colorimeter is a relatively expensive  
electronic device which measures the degree of 
'blueness'. The colorimeter measures the amount of light 
transmitted or absorbed at a nominated wavelength. 
 
Don’t miss out! If your community group would like to  
follow in the steps of the Wangaratta Urban Landcare 
group start applying. Currently you can apply for up to 
$1600 for a Dilmah grant and for the more serious an 
Australia Post grant worth $3,300. The applications are 
easy, simple and time efficient. If you would like to  
discuss these possibilities further please contact Emma 
Russell on 02 6043 7616. 

CONGRATULATIONS….CONGRATULATIONS….CONGRATULATIONS….CONGRATULATIONS….        
Wangaratta Urban Landcare Wangaratta Urban Landcare Wangaratta Urban Landcare Wangaratta Urban Landcare 

Group Group Group Group     

This year we have already had 2 new groups sign up to become  
Waterwatch monitors, please welcome Dianne Farmer from  
Wangaratta and the King Basin Landcare Group to Waterwatch. 
 
The King Basin Landcare group has recently purchased the new 
Smart 2 Colorimeter which is a multi meter used to test up to 30  
different water quality parameters.  The Landcare group will be testing 
4 sites located along the King River between Cheshunt and Lake  
William, Hovell Dam. The group will be testing E-Coli, Nitrate,  
Dissolved Oxygen, Phosphorous, Salinity, pH, Turbidity and  
Temperature. 
 
Dianne Farmer has taken on 2 sites along the Ovens River in Wangaratta and is currently testing for 
Salinity, Phosphorous, Dissolved Oxygen, Temperature, Turbidity and pH. She is currently using one of 
the 4 Waterwatch kits owned by the Rural City of Wangaratta. Thank you to both groups for becoming 
involved and actively working to protect and manage our waterways. If you would like to become an 
adult monitor and join in to monitor and raise awareness about water related issues and the health of 
our Catchment please contact Waterwatch on 02 6043 7600. 
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DID YOU KNOW?.....DID YOU KNOW?.....DID YOU KNOW?.....DID YOU KNOW?.....    
Quarterly Reporting: Quarterly Reporting: Quarterly Reporting: Quarterly Reporting: Four or more datasets 
provides Waterwatch with the base level  
information to provide useful reports to data 
users and be reported in the annual North East 
Data report. Therefore if you can manage to 
collect four or more datasets throughout the 
year your data will be much more useful. 
Monthly Reporting: Monthly Reporting: Monthly Reporting: Monthly Reporting: 11 or more datasets 
provides useful information for the EPA’s SEPP 
(Waters of Victoria) reporting process which is 
the peak river health report for agency use. 
Regular monitoring, attending QA/QC events to 
test & service your equipment and refresh your 
skills is important. QA/QC events also provide 
an opportunity to come together to socialise 
with others with shared interests. Reporting 
your water quality data quickly allows issues to 
be forwarded to relevant agencies. 

THANK YOU TO ALPINE SHIRETHANK YOU TO ALPINE SHIRETHANK YOU TO ALPINE SHIRETHANK YOU TO ALPINE SHIRE    
Alpine Shire Council have purchased two new  
Waterwatch monitoring kits for their region. These 
kits will be housed at the Alpine Shire offices and 
can be booked out for use through the booking 
system. The equipment within the kits covers  
dissolved oxygen, phosphorus, turbidity, pH,  
temperature and macroinvertebrates. If you are 
interested in borrowing the equipment please  
contact Cameron Alexander on 0357550555.  

** NEW RESOURCE AVAILABLE**** NEW RESOURCE AVAILABLE**** NEW RESOURCE AVAILABLE**** NEW RESOURCE AVAILABLE**    
A new guideline to help you A new guideline to help you A new guideline to help you A new guideline to help you     
identify Macroinvertebratesidentify Macroinvertebratesidentify Macroinvertebratesidentify Macroinvertebrates    

Through a joint partnership with the Latrobe  
placement program Waterwatch have finally  
completed a North East Colour Guide to Identifying  
Macroinvertebrates. 
 
The booklets are designed for adult monitors, schools, 
environmental staff, Waterwatch volunteers and the 
community who require additional macroinvertebrate 
identification tools in the field. 
 
The guideline is a field guide with colour photographs 
of the Macroinvertebrates found in the 5 North East 
Bioregions. The guideline lists all the groups of  
macroinvertebrates and provides taxonomic and  
ecological information to help identify specimens. 
 

INTERESTED IN AQUATIC INTERESTED IN AQUATIC INTERESTED IN AQUATIC INTERESTED IN AQUATIC 
WEEDS?WEEDS?WEEDS?WEEDS?    
Water Weeds are invasive plants 
that can rapidly infest rivers, 
creeks, wetlands, irrigation  
channels and dams. They can form 
large floating mats and dense 
stands under the water or along 
the banks where they interfere 
with the normal functioning of the water body and  
destroy environmental, economic and social values. 
Thousands of community groups and volunteers  
throughout Australia monitor their local waterways for 
physical and chemical variability and the effects of  
human activity. Many now include water weeds in their 
monitoring program and play a very important role in  
detecting water weeds early and protecting the  
waterways from the water weeds threat.   
North East Waterwatch have been working closely with 
DPI over the last 12 months to set up a monitoring  
program for water weeds. Many resources have now 
been developed and are available through DPI to assist 
you in identifying any weeds in your local waterways. You 
will also notice that Waterwatch have also now included 

a section on the record sheets which asks you to record 

any weeds present at your site. We will supply you with 
further resources to assist you in the identification of 
these weeds and if you have any questions about filling 
this component of your record sheet please don't  
hesitate to contact us.  

 Bits and pieces to help you with Bits and pieces to help you with Bits and pieces to help you with Bits and pieces to help you with 
your monitoring...your monitoring...your monitoring...your monitoring...    



Do you want to know how Salty the water is on your property?Do you want to know how Salty the water is on your property?Do you want to know how Salty the water is on your property?Do you want to know how Salty the water is on your property?    
Knowing the salinity levels in streams, dams and groundwater that you use for stock or domestic proposes can 
make you aware of any potential impacts of using the water.  It also helps to identify areas that are salt affected 
and then take action to manage them accordingly.  
During May as part of Saltwatch you can have your water samples tested for salinity. 
Simply bring in any bore, stream or dam water in a jar/bottle (need 1 cup) and attach a registration form (found at Simply bring in any bore, stream or dam water in a jar/bottle (need 1 cup) and attach a registration form (found at Simply bring in any bore, stream or dam water in a jar/bottle (need 1 cup) and attach a registration form (found at Simply bring in any bore, stream or dam water in a jar/bottle (need 1 cup) and attach a registration form (found at 
the front counter). the front counter). the front counter). the front counter). The test only takes about 30 seconds and the results can be given to you immediately or sent to 
you. 
Take your samples to:  
Kylie Macreadie    Ian Gamble 
DPI     DPI 
1 McKoy Street    62-68 Ovens Street 
WodongaWodongaWodongaWodonga     WangarattaWangarattaWangarattaWangaratta    
For more information contact Kylie Macreadie  Kylie Macreadie  Kylie Macreadie  Kylie Macreadie  –––– DPI WODONGA DPI WODONGA DPI WODONGA DPI WODONGA 0260437922. 
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Saltwatch traditionally takes place in the second week of 
May each year so in 2008  it will run from the 4th -10th of 
May.  Each year students, volunteers and community 
groups take part in the Waterwatch annual salinity  
snapshot. It’s a great opportunity to learn about salinity 
while collecting and testing samples from your local  
waterway. You can then upload your data to the Saltwatch 
website to help create a snapshot picture of catchment 
health, along with many other people throughout the State. 
So far we have had 10 groups register their school on the 
Saltwatch website.  Registrations for the event closed on 
the 27th of March 2008 so if you have missed out please 
get in touch with me and we can discuss other options and 
ways you can still be involved.  
 
Each year some 300 groups from around Victoria register 
with the Saltwatch program and each group collects  
samples  from their local rivers, creeks, dams, bores etc. All 
of these results from these samples are entered in to the 
Saltwatch database and help create a picture across the 
state of salinity in our waterways. Being involved in the  
program has many educational benefits —practical,  
environmental monitoring, cross curriculum activities, skills. 
The event also covers mapping, entering results into the 
computer and contrasting the local environment with other 
areas of the State. For more information please contact 
Emma Russell on 0260 437 616 or via email 
emma.russell@necma.vic.gov.au 
 

For more information, resources and to register for the 
event please refer to: http://www.saltwatch.org.au/. The 
resources available on this site can help you in  
delivering/planning a salinity session for your class. 

Events  
North East Waterwatch Newsletter 
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Release of  
Fresh and 
Salty film DVD 
and Education Resource  

Written by Kate Rhook  
Waterwatch Coordinator 

Increasing salinity on our land and in fresh waterways 

is one of the greatest environmental challenges facing 

the Wimmera and Murray Darling Basin.  
Salinity been called the biggest environmental threat 
to Australia in the 21st Century.  It is a serious issue 
that affects our waterways, soils, vegetation,  
landscapes and biodiversity. These impacts have led 
to significant decreases in fish & invertebrate  
populations, riparian vegetation, losses to recreational 
opportunities & land productivity. This has contributed 
to agricultural and economic loss and significant  
social change for local communities learning to live 
with increasing salinity. 
While salt is naturally present in many of our  
landscapes, the way land is used and how much water 
is taken out of our waterways has caused an increase 
in the presence of salinity in our landscape.  Salinity is 
a region-wide issue that the whole community needs 
to be aware of, so we can work together to find  
solutions for a healthier and more productive  
catchment. Wimmera Catchment Management  

Authority is committed to providing information and 
services to schools and the community through its 
Waterwatch and Community Education programs. 
The ‘Fresh & Salty’ project in the Wimmera involves  
collaboration between the Wimmera CMA and local 
artists: animator, puppet maker, and animator trainee 
to develop and produce an innovative short animated 
feature film. The tool will engage the wider community 
and school students through WCW, to form an under-
standing and appreciation of causes and impacts of 
salinity.  
Injecting humour and animation alongside strong local 
issues is intended to connect and create information 
and images that can be understood, recognised and 
identified. The production of this short film and  
educational resource endeavors to capture the  
imagination of people, both young and old, connecting 
with people in a heartfelt, imaginative and engaging 
way through the creative interpretation of local salinity 
issues. This 7 minute DVD provides the chance to mix 
arts with science in a way that can provide a fresh and 
invigorating take on difficult and often challenging 
community issues. 
If you would like more information or would like to get 
your free copy of the resource please contact Carolyn 
Humby at North East Waterwatch on 0260 437 622. 
Those schools that have registered for a Saltwatch 
receive a copy of the CD. 

Created by 80 Swinburne University students over a combined total of over 18,000 hours the new game 
from savewater, Mission H20, engages your students to explore the Wilson’s family home for water  
saving tips. Each area of the house has a range of great advice that will help you complete each game 
and become more water wise. 
 
Each game has a score out of 100. Complete all eight games, get a score of 400 points or higher and 
submit your score for a chance to win one of 5 iPod Shuffles. For the terms and conditions of the  
competition and to start playing the game go to: www.missionh2o.com.au 
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The Schools Water The Schools Water The Schools Water The Schools Water     
Efficiency Program (SWEP)Efficiency Program (SWEP)Efficiency Program (SWEP)Efficiency Program (SWEP)    

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

In 2005 as a response to the 
ongoing drought, the Victorian 
Government committed $3 
million to the development 
and implementation of the 
Schools Water Efficiency  
Program (SWEP). North East Water recommends this  
program for schools in our region. Over the past two years 
516 Victorian schools have completed the program estimat-
ing water savings of approximately 321 kL per school.  At 
the end of last year, eight North East Schools had completed 
the program, delivering an estimated combine total of water 
savings of 948 kL per year or 9.8% of usage overall.  Many 
schools have also used the results of the audit as the basis 
for federal and state government grant applications. 
Program costsProgram costsProgram costsProgram costs    
A key element of the program is that schools can elect to 
pay all costs associated with the program through a 
“Payment by Savings” plan. The Payment by Savings plan 
provides schools with the opportunity to pay for the program 
via quarterly instalments over two or three years. 
Additional assistance for State Government schoolsAdditional assistance for State Government schoolsAdditional assistance for State Government schoolsAdditional assistance for State Government schools 
The Department of Education and Early Childhood  
Development (DEECD) is supporting schools to participate in 
the program by funding the audit component of the program 
for all government schools. 
Further information: Further information: Further information: Further information: Water & Energy Savers (Vic) Pty LtdWater & Energy Savers (Vic) Pty LtdWater & Energy Savers (Vic) Pty LtdWater & Energy Savers (Vic) Pty Ltd    

Reply Paid 83212 
Suite 3,1-3 Rooks Road 
Nunawading Victoria 3131 
Email swep@vic.water.net.au 
Telephone 1300 727 599 
Facsimile (03) 9873 5155    
www.ourwater.vic.gov.au/swep 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

The prestigious 2008  
savewater! awards® are on 
again! 
 
The awards recognise and 
reward outstanding  
achievements in water  
conservation. They are a 
great way to spread the  
water conservation  
message and win some 
great prizes. 
 
There are nine savewater! 
awards® categories, two of 
which are open to schools, 
recognising their  
achievements for  
sustainable water use. 
 
The Education Programs The Education Programs The Education Programs The Education Programs     
This category is open to 
schools and organisations 
that have developed and 
are delivering water  
conservation tools and  
programs.     

 
The Photography CompetitionThe Photography CompetitionThe Photography CompetitionThe Photography Competition    
New for the 2008 savewater! awards® the competition has 
three awards open to: Primary and Secondary school  
students, and the general public. It’s easy to enter – pupils 
simply take a digital photo related to water conservation, 
name it and submit their photo via the savewater! ® website 
at www.savewater.com.au 
This is a great opportunity to be recognised for your school’s 
creative talent and outstanding achievements in water  
conservation. Entries for the 2008 savewater! awards®  
close on Friday 9 May 2008close on Friday 9 May 2008close on Friday 9 May 2008close on Friday 9 May 2008.   
The winners will be announced at a gala 
dinner to be held at the Grand Hyatt in Mel-
bourne, on Friday 29 August 2008.  
Winners will be invited to attend the awards 
along with representation from your school 
and parents. 

What is SWEP?What is SWEP?What is SWEP?What is SWEP?    

SWEP is designed to assist all 
Victorian schools to conserve 
water, reduce greenhouse 
gas emissions and save 
money on their water bills.  
The program is designed to 
conserve water by providing a 
full audit of water used within 
a school.  It also: 

• Recommends water 
saving measures,  

• Outlines the costs 
and savings associ-
ated with implement-
ing water saving 
measures, and 

• Provides profession-
ally qualified plumb-
ers for installation. 



Contact Us Waterwatch CoordinatorWaterwatch CoordinatorWaterwatch CoordinatorWaterwatch Coordinator    
Carolyn HumbyCarolyn HumbyCarolyn HumbyCarolyn Humby    
Ph: 0260 437622 
Mob: 0427723320 
E: Carolyn.humby@necma.vic.gov.au 
 
 

Waterwatch FacilitatorWaterwatch FacilitatorWaterwatch FacilitatorWaterwatch Facilitator    
Emma Russell Emma Russell Emma Russell Emma Russell     
Ph: 0260 437616 
Mob: 0427 235861 
E: Emma.russell@necma.vic.gov.au 
 

    
    
    
    
    
Postal Address:Postal Address:Postal Address:Postal Address:    
P.O. Box 616 
Wodonga VIC 3689 
1B Footmark Court 
Wodonga 
 
Websites:Websites:Websites:Websites:    
www.necma.vic.gov.au 
www.vic.waterwatch.org.au 
Email: Waterwatch@waterwatch.vic.gov.au 
 

North East Waterwatch is proudly supported by the following organisations:  

 

Responding to fish DeathsResponding to fish DeathsResponding to fish DeathsResponding to fish Deaths    

With the drought continuing, conditions within water holes and refuges may become increasingly stressed. Shallow 
waters, increased temperatures and decreased dissolved oxygen concentrations may result in fish deaths.  EPA is 
the lead agency, and all incidences should be reported to the: 
EPA's Pollution Watch Line on 03 9695 2777 or 1800 444 004EPA's Pollution Watch Line on 03 9695 2777 or 1800 444 004EPA's Pollution Watch Line on 03 9695 2777 or 1800 444 004EPA's Pollution Watch Line on 03 9695 2777 or 1800 444 004.  
Where possible, the response to any fish death event will be facilitated if the following  
information can be provided: 
• The waterway and location along the waterway of the incident; 
• time the incident occurred (recently or some time ago;) 
• whether fish are dead or merely affected (if affected, note any strange or stressed  
behaviour); 
• approximate number of fish dead and whether they are fresh or decomposing; 
• whether other fauna are affected or do they appear to be healthy; and condition of the waterway, is it flowing, col-
our, odour etc. 
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P.O. Box 616 
Wodonga VIC 3689 

NORTH  EAST VICTORIANORTH  EAST VICTORIA  

Change of Address 
If you have recently changed your address, or have not been posted this newsletter and 
would like to be placed on the mailing list, please complete the form below, and fax or send 
to: 
 
 

North East WaterwatchNorth East WaterwatchNorth East WaterwatchNorth East Waterwatch    
NECMANECMANECMANECMA    
P.O Box 616P.O Box 616P.O Box 616P.O Box 616    
Wodonga VIC 3689Wodonga VIC 3689Wodonga VIC 3689Wodonga VIC 3689    
Fax: 02 6043 7601Fax: 02 6043 7601Fax: 02 6043 7601Fax: 02 6043 7601    

The Newsletter of the North East Region Waterwatch 

My new address is: 

WaterwatchWaterwatchWaterwatchWaterwatch———— Communities Caring for Catchments Communities Caring for Catchments Communities Caring for Catchments Communities Caring for Catchments    

This newsletter informs the 
North East network about      
activities, events, training      
opportunities, results and 
news. 
 
The newsletter is produced 4 
times per year—articles and 
ideas are always welcome. 
 
Deadline for articles:Deadline for articles:Deadline for articles:Deadline for articles:    

• 1 January 1 January 1 January 1 January     
• 1 April 1 April 1 April 1 April     
• 1 July1 July1 July1 July    
• 1 October1 October1 October1 October    


