
On the 7th of February 2009 

Victoria experienced its worst 

bushfires on record, resulting 

in the tragic loss of life and 

property. The Black Saturday 

bushfires burnt over 300,000 

ha, affecting thousands of 

kilometers of streams and 

rare ecological communities 

including Alpine Bog commu-

nities on Lake Mountain.  Vir-

tually all Alpine Bog communi-

ties across the state have now 

been affected by fire accept 

the communities on Mt Baw 

Baw (see stories on pages 4 

and 5 for more information on 

Alpine Bog communities). 

The Network looks forward to 

reporting more positive news 

next year and we hope to see 

you at a wetland. 

Welcome to the 5th Victorian 

CMA Wetland Network Forum 

Newsletter. The annual news-

letter aims to inform readers 

about the work undertaken by 

network members over the 

last financial year to protect 

and enhance wetlands across 

the state, and highlight the 

latest wetland research and 

management issues. 

Over the last twelve months 

Network members have un-

dertaken an array of innova-

tive and important projects, 

from risk assessments on 

Alpine Bog Communities, 

monitoring wetland fish com-

munities, delivering environ-

mental water to dry floodplain 

wetlands, and providing the 

community with opportunities 

to explore and learn about 

local wetlands. 

Much of the state and the 

MDB has experienced below 

average rainfall since 1997 

and  inflows to rivers have 

been some of the lowest on 

record in the last twelve 

months. This has put wetlands 

and their dependent flora and 

fauna under significant stress. 

In response the Network held 

a forum in Geelong on manag-

ing wetlands in a drying cli-

mate.  The forum was well 

received by attendees and the 

Network hopes to organise 

other topical forums in the 

future (see the story on page 

6 for more details on the fo-

rum). 

Welcome  

The Giant Rush conundrum  

By Keith Ward Goulburn Bro-

ken CMA 

Giant Rush (Juncus ingens), 

an indigenous tall emergent 

rush common to mid-Murray 

and district wetlands, has 

colonised about 70% of the 

bed of Barmah Lake in one 

swoop.  Although this would 

appear to be a good thing (an 

indigenous plant expanding its 

range), the species is known 

to grow over 4.5m in height 

and dominate an area to the 

exclusion of all other plant 

species ð definitely not a good 

thing. 

Barmah Lake is affected by 

normal irrigation flows in the 

Murray River and as such is 

normally flooded over 0.5m 

deep for most of the year 

(generally only drying in the 

winter months).  But the 

drought has affected water 

availability to irrigators, and 

for the river has been running 

lower than normal.  As a re-

sult, Barmah Lake was dry 

during Spring 2007 for the 

first time (practically ever 

when looking at flow records 

over the past 100 years).  This 

obviously suited the germina-

tion requirements for Giant 

Rush, which requires damp 

ground without the seedlings 

being submerged.  Monitoring 

has shown the rush to grow 

over 11mm/day, and within 

12 months the species has 

attained a height exceeding 

2.2m (over 3m in many im-

penetrable stands) over ap-

proximately 70% of the lake 

bed.  The site may now likely 

become suitable for a number 

of colonial-nesting waterbird 

species that use the rush for 

nesting platforms, especially 

when other giant Rush domi-

nated wetlands within the 

remainder of the Barmah-

Millewa Forest have become 

dry and brittle.  An interesting 

conundrum for wetland man-

agement. 
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Top: Barmah Lake at the time of 

rush establishment 26/10/07.  

Bottom: Barmah Lake 19 

months later 8/5/09.  

Alpine bog on Lake Moun-

tain burnt during the 2009 

Fires. 



By Deborah Bogenhuber 

Mallee CMA 

MARGOOYA Lagoon is now dry, 

for the first time in 60 years, 

and itõs hoped it may be re-

filled by the end of the year, 

subject to suitable conditions. 

Margooya has been deliber-

ately dried out as part of the 

Mallee Catchment Manage-

ment Authorityõs Wetland Res-

toration Program.  This dry 

phase mimics what would 

have happened under natural 

conditions. 

The Wetland Restoration Pro-

gram aims to re-instate wet 

and dry cycles to wetlands 

that have been permanently 

inundated since regulation of 

the Murray River. 

Margooya Lagoon ð which is 

part of Beggs Bend State For-

est, about 12 kilometres south

-east of Robinvale ð is one of 

many local wetlands that 

would have enjoyed natural 

wet and dry periods on a regu-

lar basis prior to the installa-

tion of locks and weirs in the 

river. Ephemeral wetlands 

need both wet and dry periods 

to remain healthy. 

In order to return the wet-dry  

cycle to Margooya, the wet-

land has bee artificially discon-

nected from the river with a 

regulator structure. A tempo-

rary earthen bank, fitted with a 

long narrow pipe and lid was 

constructed in December 

2007, which has enabled the 

lagoon to dry out. 

The drying out of Margooya is 

crucial to improving the health 

of the wetland, with an in-

crease in the health and pro-

ductivity expected. This in-

cludes an increase in the 

abundance and diversity of 

wetland plants, improved wa-

ter quality, and a rise in the 

numbers and diversity of ani-

mals dependent on wetlands, 

like waterbirds, turtles, fish 

and frogs. A wetland monitor-

ing program has been in place 

for nearly 2 years. Results 

from the monitoring will tell us 

how the wetland is responding 

too the new water regime. 

A key part of returning the wet-

dry cycle to Margooya Lagoon 

was upgrading the temporary 

regulator structure.  The new 

structure was completed in 

July 2009, and is the first of 

its kind in Victoria.  It is made 

from Plastipile, a patented 

recycled plastic product used 

for weir and regulator struc-

tures.  It is fitted with rotating 

carp screens that will ensure 

large-bodied carp canõt re-

enter the wetland.  The new 

structure will allow water to 

flow back into the wetland 

more quickly than was possi-

ble with the pipe-and-lid sys-

tem, and it is expected to fill 

the wetland in about one 

month. 

The Margooya Lagoon Wet-

land Restoration Project is 

part of the Mallee CMAõs ef-

forts to work with the Depart-

ment of Sustainability and 

Environment and Parks Victo-

ria to improve the environ-

mental values of Margooya 

Lagoon. 

Margooya Lagoon leads the way for Mallee wetland restoration program  
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Community volunteers 

undertaking water quality 

monitoring at Magooya. 

Plastipile regulator structure at Margooya Lagoon showing rotating  carp screens. 

òThe drying out 

of Margoora is 

crucial to 

improving the 

health of the 

wetlandéó 



By Jacqueline Norris Wimmera 

CMA 

Understanding how west Wim-

mera wetlands work through 

wet and dry cycles and follow-

ing a few simple management 

rules were key messages to 

emerge from Alive in the Dry 

activities at Edenhope in early 

February. 

Wimmera CMA chief executive 

Marc Thompson said maintain-

ing natural drainage systems, 

protecting vegetation and 

avoiding disturbance of wet-

land soil were fundamental in 

keeping the unique landscape 

healthy. òWhat we all heard at 

Edenhope was that wetlands 

were tough and resilient and 

could adapt to climate change, 

especially freshwater mead-

ows, the most common wet-

land in the region,ó he said. 

òFor example, wetland soil can 

hold eggs and seeds that can 

remain viable for many years 

in the dry while waiting for 

rain. But if you disturb this 

bed, some of the damage can 

be irreversible. 

òSo despite their resilience 

and adaptability, we need to 

look after them and need to 

follow guidelines. Most wet-

lands are on private land and 

the CMA values the partner-

ship it has with landowners 

and acknowledges the key role 

they play in protecting these 

assets.ó 

Organisers of the 2009 World 

Wetlands Day celebrations are 

confident the day left many 

Wimmera people with a 

greater understanding of the 

importance of the regionõs 

unique cyclic wetlands. Wim-

mera CMA wetlands officer 

Jacqui Norris said there was 

also optimism that the west 

Wimmera might return to a 

ôwetõ cycle after many years of 

dry conditions. 

òThe event provided people 

with evidence of long dry and 

long wet periods and that 

change is natural,ó she said. 

òThe regionõs wetlands have 

adapted to these cycles and 

lie in wait for a wet period.ó 

About 50 people took part in 

tours to district wetlands and 

close to 100 sat down for a 

performance of Edenhope 

Community Choir and dinner 

as part of the celebrations. Ms 

Norris said people were curi-

ous about their landscape and 

why it represented a special 

part of the world. 

Ms Norris said landowners 

involved in the tours provided 

insight into how they had man-

aged wetlands. òAndrew Jude, 

who has a magnificent wet-

land at his Mundarra property, 

explained how his family had 

incorporated management of 

the property into its farm busi-

ness. And Graham Ryan talked 

about how he has adapted his 

management practice for his 

wetland over time in response 

to what he has learnt. At Barry 

Hallõs property it was fascinat-

ing to see an old fence that a 

drying wetland had revealed. It 

showed that weõve been 

through long periods of dry 

weather in the not-too-distant 

past.ó 

Ms Norris said a presentation 

by ecologist and guest speaker 

Rhonda Butcher was also a 

highlight. òRhonda explained 

that with the return of water, 

these wetlands would explode 

into life. But in dry conditions, 

the wetlands still played an 

important role,ó she said. 

many monitoring areas that 

might have been home to 

frogs in the past were now dry 

and no longer featured frogs 

calling,ó he said. 

òSo are they still around? Have 

they moved on or, are they 

doing something we donõt 

know about?  This is what 

weõre keen to find out.ó 

Volunteer monitors recorded 

the calls of frogs at six of 16 

sites across the region be-

tween March 22 and 28. They 

recorded the calls of the Com-

mon Eastern Froglet and 

By Harvey Champness Wim-

mera CMA 

Researchers studying Wim-

mera frogs hope the onset of 

wet and cool conditions in 

August will provide a clearer 

picture about the distribution 

of the amphibians.  

Wimmera Community Monitor-

ing coordinator Harvey Champ-

ness said a March Finding 

Frog Census revealed as much 

about how dry the region was 

as it did frog distribution. òBut 

these results are critically im-

portant. Results showed that 

Plains Froglet at several sites.  

They also recorded other uni-

dentified frogs which research-

ers are trying to identify. 

òAlthough numbers and diver-

sity were limited, it typically 

reflects the long dry conditions 

we have experienced,ó Mr 

Champness said. òOur next 

census is between August 23 

and 29 and hopefully, with 

rain and surface water, we will 

get a better indication of the 

extent of frog populations and 

their recovery from the dry.ó 

 

Alive in the Dry increases understanding  

Wet weather hope for frog study  
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ò...wetland 

soil can hold 

eggs and 

seeds that 

can remain 

viable for 

many yearséó 
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Freshwater meadow, south west 

Wimmera. 

Personõs Tree Frog (Litoria peroni). 
A locally common frog in the Wim-

mera. 


